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Oear l4r. Carpenter:

I dcrn't have any more real f nformation on Packarci-Be'l l. I don't know
either Packard or Bell. I believe the des'ign group included Robert
Becl"." who xas later respons'itrle f,rr the sDS machine-c. pB raent on to
rlesiqn and bui]d a few 44C's which hrere comp]etel_y unrelated to the
250- You might a'lso ask Dave Evans, E&s" who nas a de-s'iqyner for
Bendix at. the time.

One of the ?50 users" Claude Kagan of l.Jestern Electric in Princeton
tried to use it for real tr'nne, but due to the latenc_y predictability,
it was hopeless- !{e are getting a ?50 for the Huseurn, and ycu shou'ld
be alrl e to f ind a manua'l somewhere. It usecl Fer,ranti -rm5tnetl'stritt'ive ielay lines and I believe had a l or 2l{h: ciock witi'i
.r ii i ar' ?4"! ) l:it worC 'length" One cou'ld clear'l-v trace its ancestry-
Hat-ry l.-i*ske!'g c$n$nents that with co.r.* memorv. this who"'l e ','l ine,, cl ied"

As a Fu''i brt'ghr Scnc'i ar at the '*iniversit-y r,f Neui gouth tlajes. i anci a
fel'i r:rr stuCent wrote a F!",Jqran- 5L-rii,q- 1ahich ccn'rert,pC r"tIUiE int-.c a
t.rue 3-address compr*ter r.lhich resern.hled the lBM S0AP syst+m. It
eptim:led de'iay f ine pcis"itions and automatical l-y converted the trqc
level rrEIrHlr_Y {rielay 1ine,/drum) into a one level menor!,. Thus.it ltaE
anot-.he'r eanl y atte-npt at a "virtual memory. " Brian Rande'l'l Ha: also
anot.her DEUCI a]tmni as Has Donald Davies? nohr just retir.ing fi-*rr l.,tPL.
I a jscr he'lped Hanrning with Gec,rgie a Pol ish post f ir intertrretEr f,:ir
LrrLlcE. It was the basis for the Enqf ish E'lectric KOF9. 0verai l -
nEtlcE certainly influsngsd my thinking--some of it ras netat"i're
r'€;&'i.3; r xa-{ ,i;ter'rr, ii;eei iii'i'- i,r-' ijes'"igri a ccn:p.;i*r- Ti,irr- i{a5 sr
ciff icult and tricky to program. In this reqard, ycu rni-qht ru;a rl a
quo+.e from Turing to tli lkes in xh'ich he stated tha+; EDSIiC used
hardware for ease of proar^anrning and hras quite unl ike ACI. l',ihen 1

visited NPL in 1959 and d'iscussed S0DA with i.lilkin-son, he too wcndered
why anyone would bcrther r+rith soDA o! a program 'l ike F0ETRAN. If I
find a manual or more inforrnation, I''ll send it-

ere,'l _y-
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