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Immigrant Chinese women scientists and engineers who study and work in the United States constitute a rapidly 
growing yet understudied group. These women’s lived experiences and reflections can tell us a great deal about the 
current state of immigrant women scientists in the United States, how universities can help these women succeed, 
and about China’s emergence as a global scientific and technological superpower.

Chinese Dreams? American Dreams? is the first ethnographic study to document migrating Chinese-born women 
scientists’ and engineers’ educational experiences and careers in the U.S. It historically situates these women in 
current political, economic, and cultural contexts and examines the successful strategies they employ to survive 
discrimination, advance careers, establish networks, and promote transnational research collaborations during their 
educational and career journeys in the U.S. This study makes a valuable text for students, researchers, and policy 
makers in higher education, women’s studies, science and engineering studies, as well as for faculty who teach future 
scientists and engineers. It also introduces new multicultural, intersectional, and feminist perspectives on these 
crucial issues of gender, ethnicity, nationality, and class, as they impact women’s professional lives.

Paperback US$54.00/€50.00 ISBN 978-94-6300-538-8
Hardback US$99.00/€90.00 ISBN 978-94-6300-539-5
SERIES: CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON SCIENCE EDUCATION: DISTINGUISHED  
CONTRIBUTORS, VOLUME 7

P.T.O. FOR TABLE OF CONTENTS AND HOW TO ORDER

SensePublishers
For Wisdom and Awareness
www.sensepublishers.com
Peter de Liefde – peter.deliefde@sensepublishers.com 
Michel Lokhorst – michel.lokhorst@sensepublishers.com

C U L T U R A L  A N D  H I S T O R I C A L  P E R S P E C T I V E S  O N  S C I E N C E  E D U C A T I O N : 
D I S T I N G U I S H E D  C O N T R I B U T O R S



Foreword

Acknowledgments

List of Tables

List of Figures

Prologue

Section I: The Lived Experiences of Chinese Women 
Scientists and Engineers

Chapter 1: Introduction: Chinese Dreams, American Dreams

Chapter 2: The Women I Studied and My Own Family History

Chapter 3: Intersectionality and the Culture of Science

Section II: The Academic Environment and Graduate 
Studies

Chapter 4: Women in Academia

Chapter 5: The Infl uence of Chinese Academia and Culture

Chapter 6: American Academia: Doctoral Programs

Section III: Chinese Women’s Lived Experiences

Chapter 7: Mentoring and Informal Socialization

Chapter 8: Career Paths

Chapter 9: Challenges and Stereotypes

Chapter 10: Tacit Knowledge Sharing and Negotiations

Chapter 11: Sea Turtles Return to China

Section IV: Gendered Transnational Networks, Guanxi, and 
The Power of Reversed Migration

Chapter 12: Guanxi: Cultural and Social Networks among 
Chinese Women

Chapter 13: Global Scientifi c Meshworks and Women’s 
Careers

Chapter 14: Women’s Transnational Networks

Section V: Refl ections and Conclusions: Chinese Feminist 
Perspectives

Chapter 15: Refl ections

Chapter 16: Identity Transformation: Chinese Feminist 
Perspectives

Chapter 17: Conclusion

References

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Orders from individuals accompanied by authorization to charge a credit card account will ensure prompt delivery. Orders from outside Europe will be sent by airmail. Prices 
are subject to change without notice. All prices are exclusive of Value Added Tax (VAT). Customers in the Netherlands please add 6% VAT. Customers from other countries 
in the European Community please* fi ll in the VAT number of your institute/company in the appropriate space on the order form; or * add 6% VAT to the total order amount. 

Please send me
 __ copy(ies) Gu: Chinese Dreams? American Dreams? Paperback: US$54.00 / €50.00
 __ copy(ies) Gu: Chinese Dreams? American Dreams? Hardback: US$99.00 / €90.00

Total amount
Costs for shipping to be added and depends on quantity ordered and final destination. For further details please see 
the link on our website: https://www.sensepublishers.com/terms/

 Visa  Mastercard  Eurocard

Card. no.: _____________________ Expiry Date: ________________ CVC: ________________

Name as on Card: ____________________________________________

Organization: ___________________ Department: _________________ Address: _________________

Postal Code: ___________________ City: _______________________ Country: _________________

Telephone: _____________________ Fax: _______________________ E-mail: ___________________

Date: _________________________ VAT: _______________________

Signature: _____________________

To be sent to
Sense Publishers
Order Dept., P.O. Box 21858
3001 AW Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Email: edwinbakker@sensepublishers.com
Fax: 0031787070632

Sense Publishers
Order Dept. P.O. Box 51907
Boston, MA 02205
Email: paul.chambers@sensepublishers.com
Fax: 781-335-1676


