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Communiqué 

The 60th anniversary of the first French electronic calculators will be marked by an exhibition on the history of computing in Courbevoie, a suburb of Paris where the Société d’électronique et d’automatisme (SEA) built them in 1950. The exhibition will be opened by the lord mayor of Courbevoie, Jacques Kossowski, member of the French parliament, on September 17th, 2010.

SEA : A science-based company 

The Société d’électronique et d’automatisme (SEA) was established in 1947 in a Courbevoie automobile factory which had been bombed during the war. It developed simultaneously analogue and digital machines, as well as components and telecom devices. The main clients were initially French aircraft and missile makers, as well as the military Ordinance – typically of the Cold War era. Yet, soon, SEA computers were adopted by research and higher education establishments, then by banks and commercial companies. 

SEA’s founder, François H. Raymond, was an electrical engineer with a doctoral thesis in physical mathematics, who had gained pre-war experience in radar and other advanced electronic devices ; a trip to the United States in 1947 allowed him to discover the Von Neumann report, a decisive illumination to Raymond. SEA developed various computer architectures, real-time systems and graphic interfaces throughout the 1960. With 800 employees and nearly 1 000 patents, SEA was taken over in 1967 in the conglomerates which eventually became Bull and Thales.

One of SEA’s rare surviving calculators was recently registered as an industrial heritage item by the French Caisse Nationale des Monuments Historiques.

(sources : F.-H. Raymond, "An Adventure with a Sad Ending: The SEA," Annals of the History of Computing, vol. 11/4, 1989, pp. 263–277. And D. Starynkevitch, "The CAB 500", IEEE Annals of the History of Computing, vol. 12/1,  1990.)
Exhibition :

The exhibition is organized by Pierre Mounier-Kuhn, historian (CNRS & Paris-Sorbonne University), and by Philippe Nieuwbourg, director of the Musée de l’Informatique (Paris-La Défense). It will present hardware, software and documents bearing witness of this adventure. An emulator of the SEA CAB 500 computer (1960) has been developed on a PC by the paleoinformatician Hans Pufal ; visitors will be invited to program it in the CAB 500’s original language, PAF.
Pratical information :

· Ancienne Mairie, rue de l’Hôtel de Ville - 92400 Courbevoie (North of La Défense)
· Open : 13 Septembre -1st October, 8h30-12h & 13h30- 17h
· Public transportation : bus 175, 275, 278 ; Courbevoie train station ; La Défense metro station

More information :

http://SEA.MUSEEINFORMATIQUE.FR
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